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NEWCASTLE PRIDE COMMITTEE REPORT 2019 
 

 

Welcome all to our first Annual General Meeting of Newcastle Pride Inc. and thanks to the 
community for its continued support and engagement with Newcastle Pride and its outreach 
activities. Newcastle Pride was incorporated on 11 April 2018 ABN (15977895046). Since this 
time, we have mounted two successful annual Festivals to foster LGBTIQ+ Pride and 
community spirit in the region.  We currently have 166 paid members and Newcastle Pride 
social media Facebook page currently has 4,808 followers, our Instagram page 1,661 followers 
so almost 6,500 members/followers in total to date.  

 

It is timely to re-state the Mission of Newcastle Pride 

Newcastle Pride is an inclusive, vibrant and fun not-for-profit LGBTIQ+ community-based 
organisation established to make Newcastle, Lake Macquarie and the wider Hunter Region a 
safer, happier, healthier and more culturally rich place for all the LGBTIQ+ community.  A 
place where we celebrate equality, diversity, and authenticity. 

 

Structure 

 

• Interim Committees 

2018 Founding committee 

In its year of inception, the committee consisted of founder, Lee-Anne McDougall, co-
founder Ivan Skaines and committee members Mike Wilkins, Judy Nadin, Geoff 
MacFarlane and Debbie Hansen, who delivered the first annual Pride Festival in 2018.  

2019 Interim Committee 

In 2019, a more formal interim committee was established consisting of president Lee-
Anne McDougall, vice-president Ivan Skaines, secretary Geoff MacFarlane, treasurer 
Debbie Hansen, and committee members Hellen Richards, Jay Bellamy, Sally Franco and 
Ed Abbott. The team worked cohesively to deliver a very successful 2019 Festival, along 
with several other related events and initiatives.  

 

Activities and Achievements 

 

• Festival 2018 

In our inaugural Festival in August 2018, we hosted a night of short queer films at the 
Newcastle Museum, a successful Fair Day attracting over 7,000 participants, a dance at 
Cooks Hill Surf Club with 500 partygoers and wine tour to the Hunter Valley.  
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• Mardi Gras Fair Day and Award 

We had a presence at Mardi Gras Fair Day in February 2019, hosting a stall with 
merchandise and information about the organisation and the upcoming 2019 festival. 
The stall was well received, and Newcastle Pride was very pleased to be awarded Best 
Stall at Fair Day at the 2019 Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Awards, which recognise 
excellence across the 2019 series of events in the Sydney-based Festival. 

 

• Mardi Gras Parade 

In March 2019, Newcastle Pride proudly and excitedly burst onto the parade route of the 
Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade for the first time, with the theme being 
Fearless. An amazing decorated float and choreographed routine show-cased Newcastle 
Pride to a wide audience and the night was a huge success.  

 

• Newcastle Pride Festival 2019 

Following on from the success of the 2018 Festival, the highly anticipated 2019 Festival 
was extremely successful, well attended and enjoyed by all in our community fostering 
local Pride and social cohesion. The Festival garnered much community and business 
support with many prominent community organisations and businesses from the Hunter 
Region and further afield joining Newcastle Pride as sponsors and supporters. Events 
included an AFL Pride Cup match promoting diversity in sport, rainbow families story time 
at Newcastle Library, an exhibition on LGBTIQ+ service in the military, an edgy cabaret 
with over 200 in attendance, and a hugely successful Fair Day at Foreshore Park with over 
10,000 attendees and greater participation from community groups and organisations 
across the region than in 2018. Our Dance Parties were well attended (800+) and our 
program further included the usual short films, a recovery brunch and Timberlina’s Drag-
off closed the festival. In the lead up to the 2019 Festival we received excellent media 
coverage in the local media (including HIT106.9, Newcastle Herald, the Star, 
HUNTERhunter and others) but also the national media with Q News, Star Observer, and 
Gay and Lesbian Tourism Australia.  We also held two “Meet the Team” events to 
promote the Festival events and to encourage membership. In terms of evaluation, we 
have deployed questionnaires at the Short and Curlies event and recently an online post-
festival survey via survey monkey to obtain both quantitative and qualitative feedback 
on perceptions of the Festival. Overall, the 2019 Festival was very successful in terms of 
its social impact and financially, running at a small profit.  

  

• Other engagement activities in the community 

1. Central Coast Pride Fair Day: NP held a stall at the recent Central Coast Pride Fair Day 
promoting NP and supporting our sister organisation on the Coast 

2. Pride Week at the University of Newcastle: NP supported staff and students at the 
University of Newcastle through attending and holding a stall at the Queer 
Collective’s Pride Week celebrations.  

3. Our Lives, a Gender Diversity Conference, at the University of Newcastle: The 
conference advocated for the health, rights and well-being of the trans, non-binary 
and gender diverse communities of the Hunter. NP chaired a discussion panel and 
hosted a stall to promote NP activities and show our support for gender diverse 
communities in the Hunter. 

4. Last Fridays @ Art Gallery: NP held an information stall with merchandise and circus 
acts to promote NP and support youth-oriented events.   
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• 2019 Newcastle Volunteer Service Awards  

In October 2019, the Newcastle Pride Committee was recognised by Sharon Claydon MP, 
Federal Member for Newcastle, all receiving Volunteer Service Awards for their service to 
the local community. The awards recognised organisations and individuals making positive 
social change and fostering community development in Newcastle.  

 

• 2019 Community Recognition Statement  

On the 24th of September 2019, Mr Tim Crakanthorp acknowledged the hard work and 
enthusiasm of the Newcastle Pride Committee and volunteers following a highly 
successful Pride Fair day.  Tim praised the Festival and specifically Fair day, commenting 
that “this is only the second year of Pride fair day, which has experienced mass growth 
from its inaugural event. This is testament to the spectacular atmosphere created by the 
organisers and the high spirits of all attendees”.  

 

• Other partnerships 

During 2019 Newcastle Pride has also developed a partnership with researchers from 
Charles Stuart University at Bathurst to investigate LGBTIQ+ ageing and loneliness.  We 
have jointly applied for grants to support this research and NP has also been included in 
papers delivered at conferences in Melbourne and Spain.  

 

• The 2020 Festival and future initiatives 

Newcastle Pride is now an established organisation with skills and corporate knowledge 
in event management, governance, sponsorship, grant writing, promotions and finance, 
and plans are well underway for the 2020 Festival Program. The 2020 themed festival 
“This is Me” is set to be huge with an expanded program of LGBTIQ+ events including; 
Fair Day, Dance Party, Cabaret, Cinema, Sports, Trivia, Art, Food and Wine. Next year we 
plan to be more inclusive of communities in our region, with events planned in both Lake 
Macquarie and the Maitland areas and inviting others to stage events as part of the 
Festival via an Expression of Interest process. Events details will be announced early in 
the new year.  

 

• Youth Pride Tribe 

The Youth Pride Tribe is being created as a distinct LGBTIQ+ youth focused entity under 
the Newcastle Pride brand due to the evident need in the local Hunter region to provide 
a social support group for LGBTIQ+ youth in order to find each other, forge long lasting 
friendships, stage LGBTIQ+ youth focused events and empower the current and future 
generations of LGBTIQ+ youth in our local community. 

 

• Mardi Gras Parade 2020 
Our intention is to be present at Mardi Gras 2020 Fair Day and to have a float entry in the 
2020 MG parade. Tickets to be in the parade will be offered exclusively to the membership 
soon. 
 

• 2019 Christmas Party 
To acknowledge the contribution of volunteers and members to the success of the 2019 
Festival, we held a Xmas Party at the Exchange in Hamilton.  
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Finally, we wish to extend our thanks to departing committee members Geoff, Sally and 
Debbie, the many volunteers, sponsors and supporters, performers, allies and our community 
for the continued success and building of a strong vibrant and proud LGBTIQ+ community in 
the region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.newcastlepride.com.au 

http://www.newcastlepride.com.au/

